[image: A picture containing logo, graphics, font, symbol

Description automatically generated]
Additional Information for Junior/
Mini Members & Parents 2026/27 

Please read this additional information in conjunction with the Members Information Pack, sent at membership renewal time, with details of membership subs to be paid, playing times and more. 

Tennis is a skill for life which once learned means you can play whether aged 8, 80 or anything in between. We have a team of coaches whose aim is to nurture a child’s enjoyment, interest, and skill in playing tennis.

JUNIOR CLUB NIGHTS

· For approximately 13/14 weeks of summer, Friday night is Junior Club night at the Club and is included in the Junior/Mini membership. These are coach led sessions with organised games which may include some coaching. The aim is for our Junior and Mini members to have fun playing tennis and hopefully make friendships which lead to arranging singles or doubles tennis games at a weekend, or in the holidays.
· The bar is open for the children to buy soft drinks & sweets, as well as for the parents to enjoy other beverages.
· The end of the Junior Club Nights season normally ends with a social evening and barbecue.

JUNIOR CLUB NIGHTS every Friday 17th April to 17th July 2026

	Session 1 Minis
	Reception, Year 1&2 
	4.15-5.00pm

	Session 2
	Junior Year 3,4, 5, 6
	5.00-6.45pm

	Session 3 and 4
	Junior Year 7, 8, 9, 10 & over
	6.45-8.30pm



These sessions are run by our Head Coach Duncan Willitts and his team.

Please note we have some requirements in order to make ensure everyone’s safety.
· Check-in on arrival for ALL children before going onto the courts. ALL children also have to ‘sign out’ at the end of each session.
· For parents of Minis, your children MUST NOT be left unaccompanied during the session.  If a parent is unable to stay, then there must be another nominated adult present who will be responsible for the child/ren in the parent’s absence.
· PARENTS please deliver and collect your children from the Clubhouse premises. 
· Please arrive on time to collect your younger children at the end of their sessions. This ensures smooth running of the Club Night for all participants.
· Bad Weather! Please do not drop your children at the Club without checking that tennis is on - if the weather looks bad, please come to collect your child early.  
· Tennis clothing should be appropriate and shoes with the correct-soles for the courts as well.  Please no football trainers!
If you have any questions, please speak with Duncan.
COACHING OPPORTUNITIES 

For any enquiry about coaching/ competitive play opportunities, please contact our Head Coach Duncan Willitts (07764 743183 duncan@taketennislessons.co.uk)
Duncan & his team are all LTA Accredited Coaches who conduct group coaching and individual private lessons.  
If your child is a member of Walton LTC, any additional lessons or Holiday Camps that you book are

subject to a discount, so please make Duncan aware when you are booking. 

 WELFARE & SAFEGUARDING 
This is taken very seriously by the Club. We aim to offer a safe and inclusive environment for the enjoyment of tennis for everyone. We are a Registered Venue with the LTA which means everything meets LTA standards, eg, our tennis programme, policies & procedures, action & development planning, and Club management. 
As part of this process, we have developed written Codes of Practice for both parents and young people.  Here is link to these policies Walton-on-Thames LTC / Welfare and Safeguarding (lta.org.uk) Please take the time to read them as all members are required to follow them. We are enclosing Club specific Codes of Conduct.
To achieve our aim, we rely on all our members following these Codes and being our ‘eyes & ears’. We draw your attention to some Club Regulations:
· Children under 13 years must be supervised or continuously accompanied by an adult whilst on the premises, which includes the Clubhouse. 
· Members under 18 years may not use the premises unless there specifically to play tennis.
· mobile phones/cameras must not be used in the changing rooms.
· All members are required to exercise care in the use of the Clubhouse and the Club’s facilities.

If anyone has any safeguarding concerns at the club, please contact our Welfare Officer Tim Willoughby (welfareofficer@waltontennis.org.uk)

COURT BOOKINGS – If you have difficulty with booking a court, or naming your opponent, please check within the Privacy Settings of the MyCourts system that you have accepted to have your name displayed on the booking sheets. 

http://waltontennis.mycourts.co.uk

For the safety of all our Junior/Mini members, ie, aged under 18, there is a block within the system meaning that no contact information is shown to other club members (apart from certain authorised individuals).
If still having difficulties, then please contact Dawn Richards (membership@waltontennis.org.uk)

The Practice Court/Wall is not part of the booking system – please just turn up to use it. If it is occupied, then it should be vacated after 20 minutes. It’s a great facility for practising your strokes.

COMPETITIVE OPPORTUNITIES

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS – these include various age group events for Juniors and include both singles & doubles. Typically, the tournament starts in May with Finals Day in early September 2026.  Full details will be emailed to all members separately.

INTER CLUB MATCHES – we enter age group teams depending on our ‘pool of talent’ so the teams vary from year to year. Typically, team players are drawn from Development Squads that are run by Duncan. You must be a Club member to be part of a Development Squad.

OUTSIDE TOURNAMENTS – there are various outside junior tournaments that your child may wish to enter.  Please ask Duncan about these possibilities.
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